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Trump accepts Putin's 


President, Russian leader discuss alleged 
election interference, range of issues 


By Philip Rucker, Anton 
Troianovski and Seung Min Kim 
Washington Post 


HELSINKI — President Donald 
Trump cast doubt on the conclu- 
sion of U.S. intelligence agencies 
that Russia interfered in the 
2016 presidential election, say- 
ing after his summit here Mon- 
day with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin that the autocrat 
gave him a “very powerful” deni- 
al. 

After Putin said his govern- 
ment played no role in trying to 
sabotage the U.S. election, 
Trump offered no pushback and 
went on to condemn the Justice 
Department’s investigation of 
Russian interference as “a disas- 
ter for our country.” 

Concluding their first formal 
one-one-one summit here Mon- 
day, Trump said his message 


regarding the Russian interfer- 
ence was “best delivered in per- 
son” during a meeting where the 
two leaders “spent a great deal 
of time” discussing the Krem- 
lin’s interference. 


Putin insisted publicly that the 


“Russian state has never inter- 
fered and is not going to inter- 
fere in 
affairs,” and Trump declined to 
dispute his assertions, instead 
saying that Putin “has an inter- 
esting idea” about the issue of 
interference. 


internal American 


“I don’t see any reason why” 


Russia would interfere in the 
election, Trump said as he stood 
next to Putin at a joint news con- 
ference after their talks in the 
Finnish capital ended. Of their 
private conversation in Helsinki 
about the interference, Trump 
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enial: ‘very powerful’ 


PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, shake hands Monday at the beginning of a meeting at the 
Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland. 


‘Disgraceful: 


Republican 


lawmakers rebuke Trump 


By Michael Scherer 
Washington Post 


President Donald Trump’s 
refusal Monday to denounce 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin for interfering in the 2016 
U.S. presidential campaign 
sparked pointed criticism from 
Republican leaders, including 
several of Trump’s legislative 
allies who warned that his 
actions could ultimately hurt 
national security interests. 

At a joint news conference 
with Putin in Helsinki, Trump 
said he did not “see any reason 
why” Russia would be at fault 
for election-year hacking, effec- 
tively siding with the Russian 
leader over the assessment of 
the U.S. intelligence community. 

Within hours of the event’s 


conclusion, Republicans had 
joined Democrats in criticizing 
the president’s comments. Many 
more in the president’s party 
reasserted the findings of Rus- 
sian culpability, distancing 
themselves from their leader. 

“The president must appreci- 
ate that Russia is not our ally,” 
said House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis. “The United States must 
be focused on holding Russia 
accountable and putting an end 
to its vile attacks on democra- 
cy.” 

Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., a 
Trump ally and a fierce critic of 
the FBI’s investigation of elec- 
tion meddling, released a state- 
ment calling on top administra- 
tion officials to tell Trump “it is 


GOP REACTION, 8A 


Russian gun-rights activist arrested in Washington, accused of being a foreign agent, Page 8A. 


Judge temporarily halts some deportations 


By Elliot Spagat and Colleen Long 
Associated Press 


SAN DIEGO — A federal judge 
on Monday ordered a temporary 
halt to deportations of immigrant 
families reunited after being sepa- 
rated at the border, as the Trump 
administration races to meet a 
July 26 deadline for putting more 
than 2,500 children back in their 
parents’ arms. 

U.S. District Judge Dana Sabraw 
imposed a delay of at least a week 
after a request from the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which cited 
“persistent and increasing rumors 
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next show. 


.. that mass deportations may be 
carried out imminently and imme- 
diately upon reunification.” 

Justice Department attorney 
Scott Stewart opposed the delay 
but did not address the rumors in 
court. 

The ACLU requested that par- 
ents have at least one week to 
decide whether to pursue asylum 
in the U.S. after they are reunited 
with their children. The judge 
held off on deciding that issue 
until the government outlines its 
objections in writing by next Mon- 
day. 

ACLU attorney Lee Gelernt told 


Use our theater reviews to help you choose your 


CALL US Newsroom 651-228-5490 


reporters that he was “extremely 
pleased” by the halt and that par- 
ents need time to think over with 
their children and advisers wheth- 
er to seek asylum. 

“Tt’s hard to imagine a more pro- 
found or momentous decision,” he 
said. 

The hearing in San Diego 
occurred as the government accel- 
erated reunifications at eight 
unidentified U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement locations. 
The families are scattered around 
the country, the adults at immi- 
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MICHAEL DWYER / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A Brazilian mother, who asked to 
be identified only as W.R. was 
reunited with her 9-year-old son 
A.R. Saturday in Boston. 
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COURTESY OF THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
New state licenses and ID cards 
feature numerous changes 


Driver's 
licenses 
getting a 
new look 


Aug. 6 change comes 
in advance of state's 


Real ID rollout this fall 


By Maddie DeBilzan 


mdebilzan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota officials unveiled a new 
design for its driver’s licenses Mon- 
day, featuring a canoeist floating in 
front of a horizon filled with pine 
trees instead of the state seal. 

The state will begin using 
the newly designed IDs starting 
Aug. 6. The redesign was prompted 
by a need to make them easier to 
read and harder to duplicate. They 
will be available in time for the roll 
out of Real ID upgrades on Oct. 1. 

“We did this to make sure that the 
card not only complied with nation- 
al standards, but that it’s useful to 
many different partners,” said 
Dawn Olson, director of Minneso- 
ta’s Driver and Vehicle Services. 

In May of 2017, the Minnesota Leg- 
islature passed the Real ID bill so 
that Minnesota could comply with 
federal ID regulations. 

Beginning in October of 2020, Min- 
nesotans seeking to enter a federal 
building or board a flight will be 
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$21M gift 
a boost for 
religious 
college 

St. Paul's Luther 


Seminary will train 
90 debt-free pastors 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


Luther Seminary says a $21.4 mil- 
lion donation for a new Master of 
Divinity program will enable 90 
students to complete their degrees 
more quickly and without taking 
on debt. 

Waste Management founder 
Dean Buntrock’s gift will pay for a 
five-year experiment at the St. 
Paul college, whose alums account 
for over a third of all Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America pas- 
tors. 
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